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The Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

Green recovery 

Submission from Glasgow City Council 

Do the principles of sustainable development (as set out in the annexe), and those for 
a resilient recovery, as proposed by the UK Committee on Climate Change, provide a 
comprehensive framework for guiding an effective green recovery in Scotland? 

Glasgow City Council is in broad agreement with the proposals of the CCC for a green 
recovery, which align well with the report of the Council’s Climate Emergency Working Group.   
Glasgow City Council declared a climate emergency on 16 May 2019.  Following this, in 
August 2019, Glasgow’s Climate Emergency Working Group published its 61 
recommendations including that the Council and its partners revise the current commitment 
in the Council Strategic Plan that the target year to seek to achieve carbon neutrality be 
brought forward to 2030 from 2037.   

The city is committed to the principles of a just transition as we seek to move towards a 
cleaner, greener economy and away from a dependence on hydrocarbons.   The Council 
believes that social justice and sustainability must be delivered together and therefore 
welcomes the CCC’s emphasis on this element of a green recovery. 

The Council is a key partner in the Climate Ready Clyde adaptation partnership and is aware 
that the submission of the latter body to the Committee is also supported by the broader City-
Region programme.  The Council is mindful that any immediate focus on jobs and investment 
from a green recovery should also incorporate longer-term ambitions to build greater climate 
resilience and commends the risks and opportunities assessment previously undertaken by 
Climate Ready Clyde in this respect. It is also a lead partner in the EU Horizon-funded 
Connecting Nature project, which is supporting urban policy development and interventions 
around nature-based solutions. 

What are the key barriers to delivering a green recovery (within your sector and / or 
community)? 

As society and the public sector bodies which serve our communities move from the 
unforeseen COVID-19 emergency, they will need once more to address the climate 
emergency which we already knew was upon us.   Government at both local and national 
levels must therefore guard against any tendency to return to a form of business-as-usual 
which does not take swift action to reduce carbon emissions and build resilience to the local 
weather impacts of global climate change.    This will require leadership at several levels, the 
absence of which will create by far the most significant barrier to change.   

Addressing the climate emergency will depend on innovation in both technology and in 
governance, as well as strongly stated ambition, backed by resource. Glasgow is progressing 
developments in these respects, the city has clearly stated its ambition to be carbon neutral 
by 2030 and net-zero emissions by 2045, it has also been progressing projects including the 
EU Horizon-funded Ruggedised project and the re-launch of a Sustainable Glasgow 
partnership that brings together key city stakeholders to work collaboratively in delivering a 
green recovery.    

https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/letter-building-a-resilient-recovery-from-the-covid-19-crisis-to-roseanna-cunningham-msp/
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What key policies, actions and immediate priorities are needed to deliver a green 
recovery (within your sector and / or community)? 

Building retrofit offers an obvious and rapid set of interventions which draw on: 

• Proven technologies and an existing workforce which can immediately be used in this 
area. 

• Proven benefits and data which can illustrate a good return on investment. 

• Multiple outputs in terms of jobs (in the construction and manufacturing sectors, and 
professional services, as well as providing opportunities for apprenticeship schemes), 
tonnes of CO2 saved, and contributions to household income through more affordable 
warmth. 

Maintaining progress in the uptake of walking and cycling by residents and the public realm 
works to support such choices requires consolidation as the recovery phase begins. Long 
term benefits may be accrued from the current Spaces for People project 
www.glasgow.gov.uk/spacesforpeople and/or the Transport Transition Plan as recently 
announced by the Cabinet Secretary.  The need for physical distancing on public transport 
presents particular challenges for aims to make a modal shift away from the private motor 
car, in a context in which decarbonising transport has become a major local and national 
issue. Consideration should be given to support already successful schemes reach wider 
audiences, such as providing subsidy for students, low income or unemployed citizens to use 
mass automated cycle hire schemes. 

A just transition will not happen without active direction and partners will need to establish 
structures to support it.  The Council’s climate emergency report recommended that: 

“There is understandable concern about the impact on jobs which shifting our economy away 
from its dependency on fossil fuels will have. Glasgow has seen before the wrenching and 
destructive effects of rapid economic change. We know we need to protect workers and 
maximise opportunities for the future workforce during the transition to come. This will not 
happen on its own. It will take planning and engagement with both businesses and trade 
unions. The Council and partners such as Skills Development Scotland and Scottish 
Enterprise are best placed to foster such work…[We] recommend that the Council and 
partners develop a local version of the Scottish Government’s Just Transition 
Commission and plan actively for the shift to a carbon neutral economy.” 

The Council has worked in close partnership with the Glasgow Chamber of Commerce to 
develop the local circular economy.   It will publish a circular economy routemap for the city 
and the Council would therefore re-emphasise the importance of this agenda for reducing 
emissions, developing business opportunities and building economic resilience. 

Communication is vital to ensure that progress can be made. Success in delivering a green 
economy will depend on having all of the relevant stakeholders on board and on message. 
An effective communication strategy will reduce uncertainty about the future by providing 
information on the direction of travel and progress. It can also incorporate the feedback 
from specific groups throughout the recovery period. 

http://www.glasgow.gov.uk/spacesforpeople
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How should the 2021/22 Budget support a green and sustainable recovery and avoid 
locking in carbon; and what funding is needed in the ECCLR portfolio to deliver a green 
and sustainable recovery? 

Consideration should be given to making budget available to support technologies that, whilst 
proven in their capacity to deliver a transition to a low carbon infrastructure, do not yet have 
enough market penetration to drive up demand and drive down costs. Technologies such as 
heat pumps are proven to deliver high grade heat from low grade heat, utilising renewable 
electricity, thus supplying low carbon heat at high rates of efficiency, yet the costs still remain 
high due to limited market penetration. Financial support for such measures, especially with 
respect to the diminishing contribution of the RHI, will promote jobs and help to tackle the 
climate crisis. Such projects will also contribute to the alleviation of fuel poverty and assist in 
a just transition. 

Further consideration should be given to supporting the development of green space as 
combined amenity and energy provision. Projects are developing that will see how parks are 
used in the future as both areas of amenity as well as for the provision of energy through 
deployment of both surface and sub-surface renewables. These projects can be combined 
to enhance biodiversity and will create jobs, whilst delivering renewable energy for use in the 
parks and, potentially, to neighbouring properties outside parks. Such projects can also 
generate revenue for reinvestment into parks. 

The provision of budget and resource to change the way in which local government procures 
goods and services to maximise flexibility to both enact rapid change and to respond to 
opportunities that support green recovery. Provision of budget and support to adapt 
legislation to allow more rapid and flexible deployment of climate solutions that will ensure 
the recovery is both sustainable and green could be crucial to avoiding any return to the pre-
COVID-19 status quo. 

Transport and how people will travel in the post-COVID world will be very different to how it 
was pre-COVID and considerable work has been done in Glasgow to support walking and 
active travel as viable methods of getting about the city. Budget to support the continued 
development of this type of work will go a long way to making these changes permanent, de-
prioritising the private car (a very climate damaging method of travel likely to increase post-
COVID-19 due to fear of using public transport), and prioritising the citizen and active travel 
as primary methods of travel, either from within the city, or from outwith the city to hubs which 
people can then travel in more sustainable ways from. Budget allocated to this, combined 
with budget available from organisations such as Transport Scotland would support dealing 
with a source of CO2 emissions that has stayed fairly consistent year on year, creating jobs 
for workforces with the existing skills required, whilst creating much happier healthier living 
environments. 

Finally, budget should be made available to support the developing circular economy. The 
development of local supply chains through the development of start-up companies and local 
business and community solutions, community owned food growing or energy provision for 
example, will create sustainable jobs as well as dependable local supply chains, something 
that would reduce dependence on global networks and bring security of supply to 
communities. It would increase local pride and ownership and ultimately present opportunities 
to change who people live and socialise in urban centres as well as suburban communities. 
The other benefits would be reduced CO2 and transport related emissions, as well as helping 
to redevelop city centres as liveable spaces, built more for amenity than just for commerce. 



ECCLR/GR/022 
 

4 

General response 

The hosting of COP26 in Scotland in November 2021 presents huge opportunities for 
communities, councils and national government to engage in discussions about carbon and 
climate.  Glasgow’s story is, in many ways, the world’s story.   It charts a course from the 
carbon-intensive industries of the past to the low carbon and sustainable developments of 
the present.    More than half the world’s population now live in cities, so the solutions to the 
global climate emergency will have to be delivered through its cities.   Glasgow is therefore 
an ideal location for COP26, and, at the same time, the event will help to add momentum to 
the city’s own ambitions in the race to net zero.   As part of its host city role for COP26 the 
Council will be linking to many of its peer cities and city networks in the run-up to and during 
COP26.  These networks include the C40 group, the Carbon Neutral Cities Alliance and the 
Global Resilient Cities Network.   


